Rt. 8, Frederick, Hd. 21701 
1/22/73 



Dear *r. Truabo, 

late one of the nights of your appearance before the -bouse On-Aserican Committee 
I answered a knock at ay Arlington* 7a. t home and found IfcytryJe these with a man with 
whom | had worked as a Sana^ investigator, Charles Kraaer. Kramer case right to the point 
when X invited, them injLyou wanted help against the ocsaaittea. 

I oouM and did idetewaf they wanted ef literally thouaaads of Soars of 

research for what would have been the first book exposing ths Hakaerdceue, vh&t 

I needed for ay own protection. I have never seen any of this precious material since, 
never heard from Kramer or Baytryk, and the book was no longer possible. If I recall 
Itaytri£|:*s subsequent history correctly, 1 presume this is all new to you. He flaked, 
lour group did not fight as I urged, and the rest ie history. 

Xou could have won. I had a tougher fight end did, they passed a law still on tbs 
hooks to get me and an associate now dead, convoked a special grand jury to indicts me, 
held up the appointment of the 0.S.Atterney for ths District of Columbia to insure indict- 
ment. Although still a brash kid, I took the grand jury away from the prosecution and did 
what I think has not since been duplicated, forced the indictment of a committee agent. Dies 
was forced to oop a pies for him. 

ldke you, before this I was what cane to be called a prematura anti-fascist. I learned 
very young - before I was old enough to cast ay first vote - that the weak survive the 
powerful only by never defending, by attacking. I never defended myself against Mss, I kept 
attacking him. The cosnittes has never dared print qy testimony. In order to fight the 
only way I could avoid suffering your f:-t© I had to fight ay associate, a man old enough 
to be my father, on experienced and competent lobbying, without compromising th . rm« 

with the trade-union movement; our Rstabloslmentsiian lawyer; the wily prosecutor, who 
kept leaking to ay friend and lawyer what I was doing in about a wet of grilling by the 
irosewrtor sod the overlay reactionsay Mahers of tha grand jury* and the powerful forces 
of whom Dies was but one. In the end, this prosecutor, later chief wa3>*criiBes prosecutor, 
had so much respect for me that he gave m coplea of those grand- jury minutes against me 
by others, including Dies, that I night in the future need. 

So, 1 introduce myself by tailing you whet might indicate that you suffered more than 
you need have* I think you did. 1 think you could have won. 



The cost of that night to me was much more then the loss of the enormous effort that 
went into the research for the book. I soon lost my job. I was than news and spocial-eventa 
director of a radio station owned by a friend who was mash in my debt. He had been editor 
of a mn g arf tw for which, prior to Pearl Harbor, I had been Washington correspondent. He had 
had the courage to print ths definitive invaetigatioas I did on Has! cartels and related 
espionage. (Son© was so hot that nobody would touch, it.) When he was fired for it - big 
corporations always had this kind of influence and X hurt many of them - I got him a gppd 
job in Washington. During World War IX, when I wound up in OSS, Z was assigned to him there, 
(dad my last assignment before nodical discharge and rehiring as a civilian consultant, was 
cribbed and appeared as the movie OSS, in which Cagney st arre d.) 

?x£or to Doytryk's visit 1 had survived Dias and a^npk inaide the State department 
to which 1 had been transferred on the splitting of OSS, the other part beconing CIA. You 
may remember that incident. H was the first of the major "security" oases, in which 10 
people were fired for no given reason. All but two of us were dews. One was married to a 
Jew and the other was a case of mistaken identity. All ware oven-educated intellectuals 
who immediately *Jai looked for ways to run. I drew a majority together, arranged 

free counsel (the late ^htosan Arnold and Abe Bbrtas) and by fighting the right way, again 
won. When I could be employable after this history yet lost employment with a friend after 
trying to help you and your fellow victims, it ao-.-sed obvious that I could no longer exist 
employed by o there , *Ms brought about a major change in my Hfe that I *Mnif could m.-,Vn tt 
good book and a movie, a c«xahinatian of The Egg and I and Ht. StffiltBf ij Builds His Dream 
, become a farmer, in the thought that farming, at least, would not be 
suoneert to ml±tic*al 'TTORfU mtou Hv #m<? T vr*r*l a* famovHj TO**** 



fasaatag, of sail topousibto tMngs, was ruined by the military, leading to a pron^ «mt 
la*rasi£t I belters was used in the mast Los Angoloa airport lawsuit. 1 decIAoa to return 
to s;rittag, w&b writing a book about what had hap, enod to us, whan **ohn Kennedy was 
sinated, and that, too, and® a major change in our Jives. 

HI of this, for the* first tie* in years, case hack to ne after I set tothony Quinn. 
at tie toaiicaa, booksellers* Association convention this pest Jure and he gave m a 
P“Wiel»r*a preoo of two chapters of Ms back. 2a tea ba'alotot to this parted sad to 
«» Scottabero Vase, Mat inaocurataly, I knew about it froa having taken in the am who 
was welly responsible for the Scottsboro defease, Lanin c olaaa» a former writer who was 
working for Ms® International Labor Befanse on behalf of political victims, Colnan's pay 
was #t5*C& a week, so I invited Mjb to lire with ns. 

I wrote Osina*® publisher aboict the factual error so it could be corrected, wrote 
$WLaa separately, res -told by Ms editor that ay tetter was being forwarded to Mo, and 
1 hare heard nothing from, Mu sines* 

ffais, by th« way, is not a "touch" latter. -Because it aay bo easily be axstoterpreted, 
it is not easy to write. 

When the military ruined our farcing sad with it ny wife*s teal to, when a courtroom 
victory and too later effort of the Secretary of ffefense himself could not and it, I had to 
liquidate the farsttog. I got an agent in u «w fork, had a handshake deni with a publisher 
tor a book that he sad the §goat thought would sate a oovio, and then JFE wag assassinated* 
frem my tareaMgattre and pi^Mnalrtnaly«is experteoce to totelligoace, sot® Minis were 
obvious probabilities to me. I seat ay agent a load and stannary and promptly lost ay agent 
to a wildl y hysteric®! reaction. It turned out to be valid* nothing other than. sycophancy 
was publishable. 2he newt six agents I approached would not touch the subject of aseasataa- 
ttoaaa. I became ay own, got a oontract for a book, completed it 2/15/64, toe first bode on 
toe assassination and the Warren ^OBSiwd ssLon, and while the publisher was atm drooling 
into toe till, telling ®a that without advertising toe salesmen had advance orders for 
about 25,000 copies, lie broke the coat - act. “e dida t even return the manuscript. X 
to reconstruct it. I*d written to such haste that l" did not bare complete carbons of »n 
ottoA ! 

I digress for what might amuse you. In tee course of acting as my own agent af tar 
this, X made what seeaed like a first arrangement with the Saturday Averting Post for chapter 
use of parte of toe book, wh ich is titled w HTTCMass > ills HSKffll Off SHE wawowB ggnnay , mr 
jPowt said it prBfarroAdaalingWl/iih an agent, arranged for Bax Wilkinson, of Litteaar 
A WHktosoaa to represent me, and to a matter of weeks the deal was off, a eeordtog to 
*Xlktow». Tbte baffled me until 33w Materg&ie Caper, A history wJUto. roreacMet CubaiiB 
pctwptei aa interest to It. She moat superficial inquiry showed to^^ntoeddtog with ny 
gstog to Idttauer A Wilkinson. &• Howard Bant, then working for CTi, also associated 

with toes. WH I3SMA3E, as did the lead sad summary, said Oswald bad to have been intelligence. 
Because all of this must sound paranoid, I attach a photocopy of ®uat*a biography from Who*a 
W» for 1964-5, marked. I can supply my notes of meetings and correapeaadaaoe with the agency, 
Bader a variety of aliases, Luat makes toe sane representation, as to Contemporary Author*. 

Ba mm with CIA. engaged to duitssite intelligence, until tea last half of 1970. 

Ultimately, I was forced to print WHHBSASH myself. I think I invented toe "uuder- 
gemmA* bock to do it. It became a beet-seller to that format and to reprint. Between 
eUatoatlng toe need for coamaercial publishers, making a success of what more fcHan 60 
publishers refused to publish, after favorable editorial assessments, and persisting on a 
sabjeot about which the gcremuont was really uptight, I brought down upon myself a power- 
ful corse. X am as close as one can be to tmpuhlisbahle. 

She net result has been virtual boikruptay and no prospect at all. I hare been cheated 
oat of large stats by publishers and wholesalers and am without the means of Miing lawyers 
to do anything about it. I hare copies of editions to reprint never accounted for, for one 
example. Mail fraud is cost oaplaee. The Post Office has agreed, has taken ono of the cases, 
and has fallen silent, fhay won’t even tell me to indulge in sexual self-satisfaction. And 
to Complicate it a bit nore, I hare had the temerity to sue and beat the FBI and the Hepart- 
evan gotja stannary ^udgenent^a^piast them to one case, dealing with the 




oa tills), about $35*900 in debt, havo tm. expectable incase of stoat S2,000 a year, earned 
by m idfe in psrt&tlr* aaployoeat (this is about 4/5ths of what It takas to service my 
debt), anil continue to do the commercially and politically unpopular work I began whan 
JFK was killed. Host of the non-Orwellian work on the subject has been done by ir reaponcibles 
another handicap# However, I have preserved a reputation for integrity in it and have 
developed sources in what is regarded as "the other side", including a fair amber of 
local and federal officials, fSxner FECt agents, prosecutors, experts, etc# As a result 
1 have what was withheld from the Warren teEEdssdon, the most significant of which is not 
verbal but official documents that were suppressed* Nothing ms obtained clandestinely* 

% files include, 1 would estimate, perhaps 15 ,000 pages of FBI reports. Store are at 
least 2,000 of them I've not yet had time to read. ( Until recently I worked a 20-tour 
day, but I now try to sleep stout sir hours,) If a man personally and emotionally involved 
in Ms own work can offer a dispassionate appraisal of It, I'd say yon would be hard-pat 
to find another of its magnitude. My office tolls 10 file cabinets, all full, and there 
is enormous overflow in my basement, fhia does not count my earlier work, anti-fasc±Bt 
Inveitigation before and after Pearl fetor. It contains official evidence that would not 
to credited in a novel. is, I think, the most definitive study of the workings of 
federal spooks, including hot not limited to tee FBI. (l have cartons of CIA surveillance 
of me, to cite another example.) 

What I am trying to represent is between 35,000 and 40,000 tours of work and its 
yield. I think your own esgcMencejs permits you to translate this into normal working 
periods. I& these ten® it equals about 20 years of weak# 

Aside fw» tee voUtlcBUy-^smelcom JF& asnassinatiQn, in tee course of this work 
I have developed vhai might easily make 20 socially-useful booh* several with movie 
potential. As I age and realise I'll never be able to write them, whether or not from ne 
to* y can be publishable, I have started to give some sway. I gave one to a black writer 
who promptly lost Ms pUblic-relatioxia job with Eastern Airlines in Sew Tork. If you think 
this is paranoid. I'll send you the tape of his telling me what hapjaened to Mm. Another 
to tea wife of a senior Santas, editor# If you doubt this* .©all Walter Qlanse at Bantam 
is Sew Tork, 76^-6300. Still another can make an updated Citisan Kane, about a much 
rltoer man ten fiaaret and tsm Ms fonaar chief of security* & former FBI agent, like 
this, several of the uos-fictim properties l-.nd themselves to fictional treatment. 

At least on® might oaks a 27 aeries, of the antt-a^nandled like^ Aroh^.^ Bunker. This 
guy is real sad. a friend, the most honest crook I've over set. Most la re topical today. 

But I can t do anything with them. I would like to be able to, Un part, of course, 
to to able to survive aM continue with the work that I alone am doing today, work I 
regard, rightly or wrongly,, as important in any kind of^iwMety* All of these properties 
not part of ssy work on the aaaaesi nations and their consequences are, I believe, in thsm- 
aelvaa, worldterhila endeavors teat can either help sake a totter society or help deter tbs 
Increasing author! tarianisa I foresaw years ago and have triad to combat. 

In a sense, I as in eoaethiiig like the position in which you were at tec tte4>f the 
opening of this letter, but with considerably less literary talent. 21 la unique thing you 
were able to do is beyond oy duplication* 

So, I write in toe tope that you, may be able to and willing to help in whatever ways 
yen eaa* Hot for a touch or financial help if any idnd bujt for assistance with what I 
think is wozktobile in today's world and can make its owa^aey. 1 have enough to keep a 
crew of yo^ng writers going for years. I'd like to to able to keep going myself. 

I can t ask you to invite ms out ttore so I can discusB these* things >;ith you because 
I osn't think of paying for tbs trip and there ia no longer interest on tea campuses in my 
work, hence no speaking engagements. I have not begin to encapsulate the past teat might 
interest you for other than literary purposes. Examples how I broke up the neo-fascist 
Senate investigation of the movie industry in World War H, by a Senator who had been a 
friend (possible because of unlaid praaottanal work I'd earlier done to help the novie 
Confessions- of a Masd. Spy). Bor have I encompassed the full sweep of my recant work, of 
which one Sl&stration is my confidential relationship with James Ear, Ray. I have dozens 
of tours of taped interviews with Mm, members of tor. family and former asspexates, several, 
like Mm, intervievred inside aarimus-scaurity jails* A book-length habeas corpus petition 





filed, in ms araaaxt <*• *» «**-**-» - - 

Without having ever net or corresponded with his, I was able to get Mxi to ask a lawyer 
1 trusted to represent Mm after Percy Fofessaa gut his assy* Whea this friend turned out 
to 1» both irresponsible and <B*Mjrfyit aa T a young lawyer who has yet ■to here Ms first 
client ox first case and I did. the entire job* She literary rights r ras ci a Bine, aside 
fxoa what becomes public domain in court* Ify correspondence with Jcses Ray is tookr-leoagth* 
( m., try the way, is work entailing some personal danger, for I have learned just about 
averytMfig except who pulled the trigger and by whan he was paid* Ord in a rily X ignore 
thereat*, and. X have received soma sejMstltotoi one* like the playing of the coundtrack 
of s&vtMPi to SB by phase at 2*30 tua» Ia this oas®, espe»ial3y teease® of ay eteaaratw^, 
I m a pwiriwd irrvestigatifln at 1 Mb paint.) 3bst today X got a letter from a nan framed 
because of his earlier association with Janes* X enclose a copy, again to establish, my 
t^ynp ffdes in what oust sects egotistical or paranoid, Mid in confidence* X t h i nk what 
happened to ^ * n could ^a'kiR a book, perhaps a movie. X have it all in Ms writing and on 
to pe , X totorsiswsd M »* X^gvacKiafto this past Ray, ftm harry in his latter la 

I*«y Sisley, of the CMcago Badly Hews (312^321-2121). John is Janos* brother, also 
frosted,, also in Leavenworth, 

a© not «'«»■' that I open this letter with reference to ny efforts to help 
you your associates when you. wore is distress because X consider tost you owe me 

Sait was not j «y purpose and it is mt my feeling. Xf X can take tin® to help 
k„>h fa,ni oriKinalfl when they become victims of official corruption because of the 

involved, it should be obvious that in a case like yours, without criminal 
«.r,fi of pc O J -jrjfmi Botive, neither town nor now did or do I balisve that victims are 
is any way indebted to guy who might try to help, X would, in fact, argue that such 
-help is selfish, the Spy a man justifies his life. 

X«» are, today, a hit older than X, Ion have your own life sod its demands and 
desires, perhaps your own work and your own. problaas. As of the last tins X saw you eft 
W, X -feMTiV with C&TCtt, you, seemed vigorous and energetic enough. But I know how the 
yw» wear o«T» t having lived 60 of then pretty fully. ST you ton to nothing, X cam. 
understand it, and you owe no no explaxMdons, either. 

X -Bith a 3 agsestis» I hope you will not regard as- a souse’s tasgggg ce to ward 
s giant. X us ptv * of your early adMrsx®, X think the tine 1M propitious fra* trying to 
do with to® Andre* what you have done with such success with Johnny Got Ms 

Goa, today’s teen-agers and young aduljts need it S3 X needed it and other great work 
of that ora (not all by mao who have preserved their integrity, my curt bow and swirling 
cape to youi) whan I was in those years. 

Sincerely, 



Harold Weisberg 



r 

K, 




